and Privileges inherent in them only: The like Rights and Privileges, we do infift, are conftitutionally inke
rent in us, as the Reprefentatives in Aflembly of free Briti/b Subje@s, and we hope we thall be Ylowed to
" exercife them without Controul, unlefs it can be fhewn (which we cannot conceive) that our depéndent State,
upon our Mother Country (of which we are duly fenfible, and in whofe wife Determinations we fhall always
chearfully acquiefce) neceflarily deprives us of any Part of them. As we have not at prefent Time to look
felly into the Matter, we will for Argument’s Sake, fuppofe fome of the old Journals may thew, fome few
Inftances of what you aflert in Relation to the Modes of Proceeding, for bringing about the Paflage of Bills
for raifing Mcney for the Ufes you mention ; but we cannot by any Means allow, that a few Inftances in the
Times ot the Infancy of the Province, fheuld operate againft a Right fo effential to the Prefervation of >the
Liberties and Properties of our Conftituents. Thofe you mention, are not the only fad Inftances of the In-
attention of our Predecefors, in affording, and the Vigilance and Aé&ivity of the Government in laying
hold of, Opportunities to encr@ach upon their Rights and Liberties. The Maltiplicity of them afford a me -
lancholy Retrofpect, and call loudly upon us, to be as circumfpeét as poffible, ia order to guard againft the
like for the future. To an Inadvertency of the like Sort, little thort of Infatuation, do your Henours one
your Exiftence as an Upper Houfe; an Inadvertency which has brought upon. us, all the Evils nzatarally
flowing from the Introduction of a dependent Branch of Legiflature into our Conflitution ; Evils, which the
People of this Province moft fenfibly Feel, and which we fear their lateft Pofterity will have Caufe to Lament.

It would feem, from the Terms of your Meflage, that your Honours reprefent the whole Sum of Money
to be raifed by our Bill, as applied to the Puipofe only, of Levying, Paying, and Cloathing, Four Hundred
Men, over and above the Eighty-four Recruits, required/as our Quota, for compleating the regular Regi-
ments on the Continent: How difingenuous is this Infinuation ? Your Honours muft hzve obfervec, that not
much m ne than one U'hird of the Sum propofed to be raifed by the Bill, isto be applied to thofe Purpofes ;
- and that the Relt is appropriated to the Difcharge of large Sums of Money, advanced by the Crown, for the
~ Payment of which, the Credit of the Province ttood engaged by the Refolves of the late Lower Hcufes, and
of this Houfe, znd to defraying other Expences, neceflanly incurred for his Majefty’s Service, and the De-
fence and Prote@icn ot our Frontier Inhabitants.  From this Infinuation, we cannot help inferring; that you
would be willing to bring the public Faith of sthe Province into Difgrace, and to fuffer very many neceflary
Expences to remiin undefrayed, whatever may be the fatal Confequences to the Public, or 10 Individuals,
and more efpecially thofe, whn have futfered fo gready by Quarterning his Majefty’s Regular Troops, or by
actual Service on, and large Expences towards, the Secerit; of our Weitern ironuers.  Your Horours =re
ple:fed to obferve, thatif 21! the rexl and pertonal Property in the Province were to be taxed, agreezd'e to
our Plan, could it be carricd info Exscciation, 2 Sum twice as greet as what we have menticned, wou'd be
raifed even in one Year. We are 2t a Lofs how to underftand, trom your Exprcfiion, whether you meoan
the whole Sum propofed to be raifed by th: Bill, or the particolar Sum appreprizted in the Bill, tor the
Levying, Paying, and Cloathing, the Number of Men to be railed : If you mrean even the latier, we
cannot avoid obferving, how extriemely your Sentiments are changed fince .%7:/ 1758, when yeu cou'd
no: di‘cover by what Rule or Principle, the Lower Houfe couid infer a Capiral, which would raife forry-
five Thoutand Pourds in Three Years, by a Pound-Rate coual to that which you row are of Opiri- n,
would raife Thirty i houfand Pounds in lefs than One Year, acd th:tnot upen the whele Property. as wzs
nearly the Cafe in the Bill of 1758 : Your Huncurs 2t that Time thought, that <iminifhing the Ability of
the Province, was a vroper Method to encourer the Bill. then beture yvou s but now. when you imagine the
fame good Caufe may be ferved by aconu.ry Suppofition, you c¢on't ttick, at mekirg it, however gla-
ringly it may infe: the Mutibility of your Seromens s,

You are plealed to Quetlion it our Bill can be carried into Execction, and to afert, that if it could,
Difcerd and Confufion among the inhabizants would be b2 Con quence: We can eniy fov, that Plars
of this Kiofd hive not only been thougnt pracic Dics betoued, Ly fong Exprocnce. 10 be eligible in cur
Mother Country, and molt of the neightouniay « oinies, aod we cerid with ) our Honcurs would only give
the Peoplevof this Province an Opporzanuy ¢f wm-Unpg an Pyperouent ot If st were teclly luch, as yeu
would repreient it, our Centbituents would foon J tappreve it «nd vour Henour< weels no more be trou-
bled abourat; at prefent we judpe it mott agreeatic 10 heir commen Irterc®, ane we xrow it to be mod
fuitable to their Inclinations ; wnd tharefore we think ic more probubic) that Dioid and Cenfuficn zamong
the Inhubitants would e tue trom youn Retulel to sl to o Made of Taxavoen fo equitabie ans £: much
defired, than from the carrving into Fxccuron the svom we have ad pred To eondlude vour Meliaze,
your tHonours rec vmmend a dlode f Taxation tor ~oir o Sem of S os, wdequate o the Parpfes of
Levying, Cloathing and Paying, the o Huandred don poapaicd to be re »d (5 wiiach vou zifo rmprediy
recommend to defert the Puohe Faith o0 the Provinee, nodentt for the profes * fome vaon impte s de of
Taxation as hath been heretofore puriucd in this Province : We doust not bat an; tuca fimpe “'n e of

B - B




